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On 6/21/21 the Police Commission held a Special Meeting where the community was 
invited to hear the facts about the Kimberly Lane shooting incident and share their 
concerns.  The meeting was well attended and the community was engaged.  Chief 
Bernegger gave a presentation via PowerPoint which provided the facts of the incident, 
what the police are doing, how we can work together to help prevent future incidents from 
occurring, as well as informing the public about how recent legislation effects proactive 
policing.   The Kimberly Lane shooting incident is the Watertown Police Department’s top 
priority, and will remain so.  Chief Bernegger and the Watertown Police Department would 
like to thank the Watertown/Oakville community for their attendance at the meeting last 
night and their willingness to take part in keeping our community safe.  View Chief 
Bernegger’s presentation below. 

 



KIMBERLY LANE SHOOTING                
INCIDENT

Chief Joshua Bernegger

21 June 2021



 WPD CN 21-7105

 Date/Time of Call: Early Friday morning 6/11/21 @ approx. 1:15 A.M.

 Location: 38 Kimberly Lane, Watertown

 WPD Midnight Shift (“C” Platoon) staffing:  1 sergeant, 3 patrol officers

Kimberly Lane Shooting Incident Overview



Kimberly Lane Shooting

1:15 a.m. Patrol Sergeant and one officer were in the area of the Citgo Station, 

1371 Main Street, Oakville, when they heard a series of gunshots but 

were unable to determine the direction they came from.

1:16 a.m. Resident at 85 Straits Trpk calls 911 reporting gun shots heard, waking 

the caller from a sound sleep.

1:18 a.m. All units were dispatched to the area of 85 Straits Trpk.  One officer 

spoke with the caller from 85 Straits Trnpk who told the officer the 

shots may have come from behind their residence.  Officers begin 

canvassing the area of Candee Hill, Colonial, and the Williamson 

Circle neighborhood.  

Time Line of Events



Kimberly Lane Shooting

1:20 a.m. A structure fire call comes in on Greenwood Street.  1 officer is 

diverted to this call and the fire department is dispatched.

1:26 a.m. Resident at 38 Kimberly Lane calls 911 reporting that shots were fired 

at her house.

1:28 a.m. The sergeant and 2 officers arrive at 38 Kimberly Ln., they secure the 

crime scene and close the road.  At the same time a Kimberly Lane 

neighbor calls the police department’s routine line and reports 

hearing gun shots and that their Nest camera captured the incident.  

At this time the officer on Greenwood is able to clear and begins to 

patrol the area surrounding Kimberly Lane.

Time Line of Events



Kimberly Lane Shooting

2:19 a.m. Detective arrives on scene and begins processing the crime scene, 

which includes recovering the bullet casings, projectiles, scene 

photography, and neighborhood canvass.

https://video.nest.com/clip/4ed44e4c58f54c96a0b43f1fc49bcf59

- 38 Kimberly Lane is rented to the current occupants.  Owner of the house 

resides in North Carolina.  

- 38 Kimberly Lane was occupied by 3 persons at the time of the shooting:  

Grandmother, mother and one adult son.  

Time Line of Events

https://video.nest.com/clip/4ed44e4c58f54c96a0b43f1fc49bcf59


Kimberly Lane Shooting

- In November 2019 the Waterbury Police Department served a search warrant 

at 38 Kimberly Lane stemming from a gang-related investigation in the City 

involving narcotics and shooting incidents.  One of the adult sons who resided 

at this residence was arrested as a result of investigation and remains 

incarcerated (Ezra Alves – 23 y/o).  

- The Watertown Police Department has no other relevant history at this 

residence.  

- The Watertown Police Department had not received any information 

regarding any potential issues at 38 Kimberly Lane or with the residents who 

reside there.  

History



Kimberly Lane Shooting

- Investigation has revealed that at approximately 1:15 a.m. a vehicle pulled up 

in front of 38 Kimberly Lane, a vehicle occupant stepped out of the vehicle 

with a handgun aimed at the front of the house, and fired seven shots striking 

various points on the front of the house.  All three occupants were sleeping at 

the time and were not injured.  It took approximately 11 seconds for the entire 

incident to occur.  

- This incident appears to be an isolated, targeted shooting.  A vehicle drove 

directly to the target residence, 38 Kimberly Lane, and fired these shots.  No 

other people, homes or property were affected.  

Summary of Event



Kimberly Lane Shooting

- The Kimberly Lane Shooting incident is currently the Watertown Police   

Department’s top priority.  The entire detective bureau is working this case.

- The WPD is collaborating closely with various local, state and federal partners, 

including the Waterbury Police Department, the State Forensic Laboratory, the 

Waterbury States Attorney’s Office, and the FBI Violent Crimes Task Force.  

- This case remains under active investigation.  No further information regarding 

the investigation will be released at this time.  

Investigation



Kimberly Lane Shooting

- It is important to know that the WPD can not prevent all crime from happening. 

Our goal is work diligently everyday to reduce the opportunity for crimes to 

occur in the Watertown / Oakville community.

- Aside from this investigation, the WPD is:

- Conducting numerous high visibility patrols in the Kimberly Lane 

neighborhood.

- Increasing manpower on the evening/midnight shifts with a K9 Team.

- Continuing to work with our local, state and federal law enforcement 

partners.

- Creating a TIPS email address which will be posted on WPD’s social media 

account and website.  

- Participating in “Ring’s Neighbor’s App” video sharing.  

- Continue to strengthen our police/public relationship.  If the public doesn’t 

share information with the PD, then the PD is ineffective.  

What is the WPD doing now?



Kimberly Lane Shooting

- Violent Crime has remained low and static over the past several years.

- Property Crime is rising.  Particularly crime involving motor vehicles:

- Motor Vehicle Theft

- Theft From MV

- Theft of MV Parts

Crime Trends



Kimberly Lane Shooting

Crime Trends



Kimberly Lane Shooting

Crime Trends



Kimberly Lane Shooting

CrimeStoppers

- WPD participates with CrimeStoppers

- 860-945-9940

- Answered by Watertown Dispatch

- May remain anonymous

- Tips that lead to an arrest are eligible for a monetary reward.  



Kimberly Lane Shooting

Current Connecticut Law

- 2020 Police Accountability Bill

- Prohibits consent searches of MV’s and Persons

- Prohibits police for asking passengers in MV’s for identification

- Juveniles:  30 month probation is the most severe penalty

- 2020 legislation has made it clear that the Connecticut Legislature does not want the 

police in the State of Connecticut to use traffic and pedestrian stops as a fishing 

expedition to search for criminals and criminal activity.  A police officer must have 

reasonable suspicion that a crime has occurred or is occurring to ask questions on a 

motor vehicle stop that do not pertain to the motor vehicle violation.  



Kimberly Lane Shooting

What WPD is seeing….

- An emboldened criminal element.  

- A greater disrespect for the law and law enforcement.

- Midnight Shift supervisors estimate 2/5 vehicles take off on police.  Police are 

prohibited from pursuing a motor vehicle in Connecticut for anything less than a 

violent felony:  A pursuit shall not be undertaken unless and until the officer, based 

upon the information available to him/her at the time, shall make an objectively 

reasonable determination that the threat of imminent death or serious physical injury 

to the officer, the public or both, created by the pursuit is less than the immediate or 

potential danger to the public, should the suspect(s) or occupant(s) remain at large.



Kimberly Lane Shooting

Resources & Contact Info

- Neighborhood Watch

https://www.nnw.org/about-neighborhood-watch

- Contact Info:

- Chief Joshua Bernegger jbernegger@watertownctpd.org 860-945-5214

- Lt. Tim Gavallas (Patrol) tgavallas@watertownctpd.org 860-945-5200

- Lt. Pat Girouard (Detective)      pgirouard@watertownctpd.org 860-945-5200

- Sgt. Jared D’Andrea (Admin)   jdandrea@watertownctpd.org 860-945-5200

https://www.nnw.org/about-neighborhood-watch
mailto:jbernegger@watertownctpd.org
mailto:tgavallas@watertownctpd.org
mailto:pgirouard@watertownctpd.org
mailto:jdandrea@watertownctpd.org


Thank You!!

- The Watertown Police Department would like to express our 

sincere thanks for your continued support and partnership!!

- It is our honor to provide police service to the wonderful 

community of Watertown/Oakville.

- Police effectiveness is directly proportional to community trust 

and engagement.  

- IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!


	WATERTOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT
	KimberlyLaneMeeting

